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Post-burn in an urban grassland
Merri Creek Management Committee (MCMC) would like to offer you the chance to see grassland rejuvenation after an ecological burn that was conducted by MCMC at an eastern volcanic plains bioregion site – Central Creek Grassland, Reservoir.  
Central Creek Grassland: is an urban remnant grassland in Reservoir.  It is surrounded by a new housing estate so is a great example of how to manage grasslands in an urban environment.

It is a grassland of state significance containing the following grassland communities:

· Plains Grassland

· Stony Knoll Grassland

· Grassy Wetland

112 indigenous flora species have been recorded and 29 indigenous vertebrate fauna.

Introduction

We will have an introduction discussion, with displays talking about the following;

Reasons for doing the burn:

· biomass reduction (to reduce the risk of wildfire)

· weed management
· indigenous regeneration
Urban Issues:

· minimising smoke and ash impacts on neighbours and roads.  
· Protecting infrastructure such as fences and signs.
· People management; notifying locals by mail and door knocking on the day and having a person on standby to stop people entering danger areas.

· Animals not having anywhere to flee to.

Burning in Zones

Patterns – mosaic

Frequency (over 5 years)
Guided Walk

A guided walk will be conducted by one of our Parkland team members looking at the rejuvenation of the flora after the ecological burn.  They will point out the techniques that different plants use to regenerate, as well as how the fire aids the suppression of weeds.
Activity

We will conduct a burn planning activity which involves the students plotting on a map of Central Creek Grasslands where they would burn over the next 2 years.  They will be shown where the previous 5 years of burns have occurred.  We will then discuss the outcomes of this.
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