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Pitching in: Intercultural relations on Country in the contact zone

- Connecting through Wurundjeri people’s continuation of their cultural 

practices from Merri Creek Management Committee (MCMC), a not-for-

profit organisation in Melbourne focused on indigenous biodiversity.

- In a contact zone as a ‘place’ where people with differences of history, 

culture, etc. meet and connect (Pratt, 1991). 

- Placemaking on Wurundjeri Country (Foley 2017, 2020a,2020b; 

Frankel 1982; Parmington et al. 2012).

- Australia backed UN Declaration on the rights of Indigenous peoples 

2007 in 2009 (United Nations, 2009). 

- Koorie Cross-Curricular Protocols for Victorian Government Schools. 

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/static/docs/Koorie%20Cross-

Curricular%20Protocols.pdf
Top: Uncle Bill Nicholson smoking and Welcome to 

Country for students at Willam-ee- Moor-ring 

(Mount William Greenstone Axe Quarry). 

Below: Signage at Earth Rings in Sunbury, Victoria.  

(Both photos: A. V. Foley 2016) 3
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Pitching in: Intention & negotiating representation

Recognising Wurundjeri Country places by Merri Creek as a non-Indigenous 

educator working with people in the general community and in kindergarten-primary-

secondary-tertiary educational places using ‘experimental archaeology’. 

Stories around Koorong Project: Wurundjeri community practicing their traditions and 

reinventing cultural practices in Melbourne. Recognising Partnerships and 

Indigenous Cultural Values recording within Victoria: the Merri Creek Cultural Values 

Project - Findings and Recommendations  (Parmington et al. 2012 p. 65):

1. Communication and Consultation: Regular communication between Aboriginal 

people and the key stakeholders should be established through regularly 

programmed formal meetings. These meetings will be organised by Wurundjeri 

Council staff who may choose to establish a Merri Creek liaison committee.

2. Cross Cultural Awareness: Awareness training on Wurundjeri history and 

culture, as well as broader Indigenous cultural values for all stakeholders 

involved in development and restoration programs along Merri Creek.

Top: Learning about Wurundjeri Country beside Merri Creek. 
Photo: B. Barr 2018. 
Below: Merri Yarra Confluence. Etching. A.V. Foley (2012).
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Koorong Project: Teaching and learning with 
archaeology (Griffin et al. 2013)

- Recognising: Placemaking in the contact zone on Wurundjeri Country today as 

risky and essential.

- Fore fronting: Wurundjeri people’s rights and self-determination, Country, being 

out on Country, being out on Country with TO, employing principles of cultural 

safety, listening. 

- Negotiating representation: ‘With’ not ‘about’ people, places, things.

- Storying and making as method (Phillips & Bunda 2018; Foley 2020b).

- Antiphonal calling to-and-fro: Intercultural encounters are relational geologically, 

ancestrally, archivally, contemporarily, and seasonally (Foley 2020b)
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Around The Koorong Project: 
Pitching in in the contact zone

With permission: Uncle Dave Wandin’s shield taken from 

beal (gum tree) 2012, Merri Creek, Coburg (2014). 

Photos: A. V. Foley 

Shielded places (2012). 

Dry point etching.

A. V. Foley 

Uncle Colin Hunter at the Merri Yarra

Confluence in 2018 with beal scarred 

in 2017. Photo: J. Cirillo, MCMC
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Thanks for your time
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